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Preview of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly

by Pr. Dennis D. Nelson, Lutheran CORE Executive Director

I was amazed but not surprised over how little information was
coming from the ELCA regarding the momentous decisions that will
be made by and the potentially momentous changes that will be com-
ing from the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, which will be held July 28-
August 2. My impression is that the ELCA is saying as little as possi-
ble so that there will be as little conversation as possible before the as-
sembly, so that when the decisions are made and the actions are taken
at the assembly it will be a fait accompli and nothing can be done.
And the ELCA is counting on what will most likely be the case — that
the people who will be voting members of the assembly will be people
who will overwhelmingly vote in favor of the proposed actions and
changes. The only question is whether the voting members will feel
that what they will be presented with to vote on will go far enough.

The ELCA has resumed offering “Living Lutheran” magazine in
print form. I recently received the Summer 2025 issue in the mail,
which contains three articles regarding the Churchwide Assembly.
Admittedly that is something, but I wonder how many across the
ELCA will receive it and read it. In talking with people I find that the
general consensus is that most people in the ELCA have absolutely no
idea what is coming.

The first of these articles is entitled “A preview of actions” and can
be found on page 11. There are a total of ten words concerning pro-
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The Five Solas and the ELCA’s Proposed Constitutional Changes: A

Call for Faithful Reformation

by Mr. Paul Flemming,Fredericksburg, VA

As the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA)
considers sweeping constitutional
amendments in 2025, it is crucial
to revisit the foundational princi-
ples of the Lutheran Reformation—the Five Solas—
and assess the implications of these changes for our
confessional identity and mission. The Five Solas—
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone), Sola Fide (faith
alone), Sola Gratia (grace alone), Solus Christus
(Christ alone), and Soli Deo Gloria (to God alone be
the glory)—are not merely historical slogans but
enduring guideposts for Lutheran faith and practice.
Recent proposals within the ELCA threaten to
compromise these pillars at a time when clarity and
fidelity are most needed.

Sola Scriptura and the Authority of God’s Word

The move toward gender-neutral and nonbinary
language in ELCA governing documents, as pro-
posed in the November 2024 Church Council actions,
raises significant concerns about Sola Scriptura.
While inclusivity is a worthy goal, altering biblical
terms such as “brothers and sisters” risks detaching
the church from the clear witness of Scripture, which
affirms humanity as “male and female” (Genesis
1:27, Matthew 19:4). The authority of Scripture, up-
held by the Lutheran Confessions, must remain the
foundation for doctrine and practice. When church
language is shaped more by cultural trends than by
God’s revealed Word, we risk undermining the very
principle that sparked the Reformation: that “God’s
Word shall establish articles of faith” (Luther).

Solus Christus and the Marks of the Church

Another critical issue is the proposed expansion
of voting rights to synod assemblies for non-
congregational ministries—such as camps and non-
profits—that do not regularly offer Word and Sacra-
ment ministry. The Augsburg Confession defines the
Church as the assembly where the Gospel is purely
taught, and the sacraments rightly administered. To
broaden the definition of “church” to include organi-
zations whose primary mission is not the proclama-
tion of the Gospel or the administration of the sacra-
ments risks severing the church from its Christologi-
cal center. Solus Christus reminds us that Christ
alone is the head of the Church, and it is His presence
in Word and Sacrament that constitutes the true
church—not organizational structure or social
activism.

Soli Deo Gloria and Church Governance

The Commission for a Renewed Lutheran
Church (CRLC) has proposed streamlining the
constitutional amendment process by eliminating the
second Assembly vote, thereby centralizing authori-
ty and reducing congregational input. Such a move
contradicts both the spirit of the Augsburg Confes-
sion and the principle of Soli Deo Gloria, which
insists that all church governance must ultimately
glorify God, not merely serve institutional
efficiency. Furthermore, the lack of proactive
communication about these amendments undermines
transparency and trust, violating the church’s
commitment to open dialogue and discernment.

Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, and the Marginalization of
Confessional Voices

Perhaps most troubling is the increasing margin-
alization of confessional and conservative voices
within the ELCA. Sola Fide and Sola Gratia teach
that all are justified by faith and saved by grace
alone—not by ideological conformity or prevailing
cultural opinions. When traditional perspectives are
dismissed or excluded from meaningful dialogue, the
church risks replacing genuine unity with superficial
consensus, undermining the mutual respect and
forbearance to which we are called (Romans 14:1,
Ephesians 4:3). True inclusion, rooted in the grace of
Christ, embraces the full spectrum of faithful
Lutheran convictions.

A Call to Faithful Reformation

The proposed constitutional changes present a
pivotal moment for the ELCA. To remain faithful to
our Reformation heritage, the church must:

e Ensure all amendments are publicized directly to
congregations, upholding Sola Scriptura.

¢ Reject fast-tracking governance changes that
bypass congregational discernment, preserving
Soli Deo Gloria.

e Host open forums to discuss amendments
through the lens of the Five Solas, especially
Solus Christus.

e Appoint confessional leaders committed to
upholding Reformation theology.

The ELCA cannot credibly champion inclusion
while sidelining conservative voices and obscuring
governance changes. Only by realigning with the
Five Solas can the church preserve its confessional
integrity and witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Here We Are, Send Us!

by Mr. Steve Humphrey, member of the board of Lutheran
CORE

The events that
put me at the front
line of leading our
church out of the
ELCA began with an
unexpected phone
call from our found-
ing pastor. Unbe-
knownst to him, I
was frustrated with our congregation’s direction and
the ELCA’s unbiblical stance on issues. Pastor want-
ed to know if I would be interested in being the
Council President. Here I was ready to leave the
church, and God provided a path to church leadership
and fixing the problems that I saw. I agreed to his
request, but it wasn’t with the fervor of ‘Here I Am
Lord, Send Me!’

I had numerous discussions with the Pastor about
leaving the ELCA, how to do that, and its impact. He
was led to believe that he would lose his pension if
we left the ELCA. We now know this to be untrue,
but it kept us in the ELCA for another decade.

Pastor retired during this period. By this time, |
was all-in on getting the right pastor to lead our
church and made that known within the council and
general congregational membership. This led to my
interest in serving on our church’s Call Committee.
Now I was enthusiastically responding to ‘Here I Am
Lord, Send Me!” I knew that to save our church from
the ELCA and lead us on a biblical path, we needed
the right pastor.

I was asked to serve on the Call Committee the
day after my father passed away. It was a blessing in
a time of grief. I was relieved and grateful that I was
part of that committee. We went right to work and
started developing a questionnaire to ask our congre-
gation what it wanted in a new pastor.

During this process I had an opportunity to attend
the Synod Assembly. I left home expecting to be
filled with the Holy Spirit while there. I could not
have been more wrong. I was fed lectures on white
privilege, listened to poems from young black activ-
ists about why my whiteness was a problem and why
I should ask for forgiveness. And the list goes on.
Nothing about Christ, nothing about Christianity,
nothing except a church manifesting itself as a politi-
cal organization and promoting LGBTQ agenda with
no regard to sin.

I came back early from the synod meeting,
reached out to the entire call committee and asked for

a special meeting. “Houston, we have a problem!”
echoed in my mind. I put together a synopsis of my
trip and all members of the call committee were
speechless. One member said, “Well, I thought I was
a liberal but apparently I’m a conservative and didn’t
know it.” We contemplated our next steps. Since our
congregation asked us to find a pastor, should we go
back to them and suggest looking outside of the
ELCA?

We felt this was a good course of action but
eventually realized that we could not take that path...
yet. We focused our search and questions on a path
that would lead us to the right pastor...then we
prayed...a lot! With God’s help and our listening, we
finally found our pastor. But that was the beginning,
not the end of our journey. I immediately approached
our new pastor (before he was selected) to make sure
he was willing to support our plan to leave the
ELCA. He said the road would be tough, but we
could do it if we wanted.

When the ELCA announced that it would be a
Sanctuary Church, there was a significant amount of
publicity that went along with its decision. This
worked in our favor because many more members
became aware of what the ELCA was doing. Now [
didn’t have to find people to talk to and convince
them the ELCA was not aligned with our congrega-
tion’s beliefs. They started looking for me and saying
we need to leave the ELCA.

I started gathering signatures on a petition. It
called for the formation of a Discernment Committee
where we could prayerfully determine our church’s
path forward. Over 25% of the active congregation
members signed it; the council could not refuse our
request.

We formed the committee with a mix of members
who wanted to stay or leave the ELCA. This was
harder than it needed to be because we wanted to
hear all voices and concerns. Pastor led four classes
for the congregation which discussed issues within
the ELCA and how it had strayed from Luther’s
foundational beliefs. These meetings focused on:

e Justice and Righteousness in Lutheran Theology
e Social Justice and ELCA Advocacy

e Faith, Gospel and God language

o Inter-Religious Discussion and Policy

e Human Sexuality Gift and Trust

These classes informed our congregation that the
ELCA had changed. Our patience and plan worked.
Our first vote was 88% and the second was 89% in
affirmation to leave the ELCA and become part of
the NALC.
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Six Years to Unanimous

by Pr. Megan Ann Shaffer, NALC pastor in Pennsylvania

Six years. That was the length of time St. John’s
Lutheran Church of Nanticoke, PA, went without a
called pastor. For six years, this incredibly close-knit
group of strong lay leaders worked hard to keep their
church family together and to remain an active con-
gregation.

Why so long? While it would be nice if there
were only one reason, such as only having one pasto-
ral candidate offered to them over those six years,
sadly, that was not the case. As time passed, several
factors ultimately led to their decision to consider
alternative Lutheran church bodies with which to af-
filiate.

The most consistent factor was a lack of support
from the Synod. Initially, the congregation had two
or three pulpit supply options, but it later dropped to
just one: a pastor who was dying of lung cancer.
Ironically, this pastor was once their called pastor,
whom they put under a one-year review and eventu-
ally dismissed because her sermons were highly vola-
tile, divisive, and not centered around the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Over time, conditions worsened as the Synod
could no longer provide or guarantee bi-weekly or
even monthly pulpit supply, leaving St. John’s to
fend for itself. St. John’s had no choice but to seek
support from other Lutheran groups that could assist
fellow Christians in need on an occasional basis. Ro-
tating between lay leaders and occasional visiting
supply pastors, church leadership started to question
the future of the ELCA and whether they wanted to
stay in it.

What about their interim? Their decision to con-
sider other Lutheran bodies had nothing to do with
her. They felt sorry for her because she had her own
congregation and was also serving as an interim at St.

John’s and a few other parishes simultaneously. She
did what she could to support them.

In 2018, the congregation was surprised to learn
that an eight-year-old, who had transitioned from his
biological sex to the opposite with parental permis-
sion, was a featured speaker at the national youth
gathering.

That same year, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
was interviewed by the Chicago Sun-Times, where
she expressed her opinion as a representative of the
most prominent American Lutheran Church body,
suggesting that she believed there may be a hell, and
in her view, it would be empty. Her publicly ex-
pressed opinion, as a representative of the ELCA,
constitutes a denial of her ordination vows, which
state that the ordinand is to affirm what the Church
confesses, accepts, and teaches concerning the
Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds. The ordi-
nand is then asked, “Will you therefore preach and
teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and
these creeds and confessions?”” How can an ordained
Lutheran Pastor confess the Creeds and then say
something that could cause others to doubt the exist-
ence of hell, contradicting the authority of Scripture?
When someone no longer believes Scripture to be the
norming norm, it is easy to understand such an an-
swer.

While I could continue, events like these prompt-
ed St. John’s church council to reach out and start dis-
cussions to find which denominations might be a
good fit. As they learned more about the denomina-
tion they once proudly belonged to, the council
shared their findings with the congregation. During
the last three years of their pastoral vacancy, the con-
gregation—which considers itself a church family—
held many conversations and came together as one.

Feeling fed up, they took the necessary steps to
initiate the vote process for disaffiliation. On Novem-
ber 19, 2023, they held their first vote. Afterwards, a
representative from their Synod conducted a building
inspection and asked whether the congregation had
ever received a loan or grant to meet its church needs,
which it had not. Following the constitutional rules,
they held their second vote on February 18, 2024.
Both votes were unanimous, and that is how St.
John’s Lutheran Church of Nanticoke, PA, became
the 500th congregation to join the North American
Lutheran Church. By August of that year, they had
completed their paperwork and gone through the call
process. | was ordained and installed as their pastor
on October 24, 2024. They prayed and worked to
keep their church family together and are all the
stronger for it.
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Exit, Stage Right

by Pr. Brian Hughes Lutheran CORE Board VP

landishness of the 1994 draft. It promoted same sex
relationships and masturbation. And it was released
to the press before it was released to ELCA pastors
which caused an enormous uproar.

Several of us on the current board of Lutheran
CORE have been tasked with sharing where we are
in our journey in or out of the ELCA.

It was the early 1980’s and my then first pastoral
“boss” (I was his associate) and mentor used to say
things like, “In the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes
Jr., everyone has a puke point. You’ll know it when
you reach it.” He often said graphic things like that
such as, “Stay somewhere long enough and you can
outlast your bastards” and “The milk of human kind-
ness flows sparingly in the church.” Wow, burned
out much? Please Lord, don’t let me get that hope-
less. A newly ordained still aglow with the infused
idealism of stepping into the role, I was wondering if
I’d make a mistake learning from him. But (and you
knew that was coming) in some ways the years
proved him correct. Stay somewhere long enough
that you form deep, abiding relationships with your
members and it’s amazing what you can accomplish
together. Leaders shape culture and over time the
character and competence of the Pastor will inform
the priorities of a congregation’s mission and minis-
try. People who don’t like the direction will drift out,
sometimes with all the finesse of a toddler’s tantrum,
but they’ll go. Hint: you know you’ve achieved that
when you want to weep at members’ funerals be-
cause you’re now burying friends and not just people
who called you to the role. That’s an important dy-
namic for this article, deep connections versus doing
what’s right. Relationship while feeling the tug of

responsibility.

As per the “Puke Point” teaching that was harder
to nail down. In sitting down to write this tome I
searched in vain about the internet’s nooks and cran-
nies to substantiate the quote, but I couldn’t, but the
notion is something I carried for years. I didn’t reach
that point when the 1994 draft on human sexuality
was released. While most reacted strongly calling to
recognize same sex unions, I noted that our confirma-
tion instruction should now include the positive as-
pects of masturbation. When the church started pay-
ing for abortions one exiting pastor wrote his Suma,
“Real churches don’t kill babies.” During my brief
stint as an assistant to the bishop of Sierra Pacific
Synod an openly gay pastor was called to be chaplain
at UC Berkeley and several churches in Oakland held
joint youth group activities with an openly gay semi-
narian leading. That should have been my early clue.
Like a magician’s sleight of hand, adult relationships
were waved in front of us but in my opinion the real
target was children.

At the June 2018 national ELCA Youth Gathering
a chemically and surgically mutilated child was pa-
raded across the stage as an inspirational symbol of
acceptance. Adults who make such decisions are one
thing. I think they need therapy and not surgery, but
that’s on them. A child, one whose prefrontal cortex
was not yet fully developed, was subjected to irre-
versible medical procedures and revealed as blessed
by God. I was done. I’d finally reached that unverifi-
able quote point. Six months later [ announced my
early retirement. Relationships kept me in, but a quad
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Pagan Christian Faith?

by Pr. Douglas Schoelles, NALC Pastor in Indiana and
Lutheran CORE Board Member

At Confirmation Camp the girl had scrawled
across her forearm four pagan runes. Most folks
would look past these symbols as mere doodling. But
the images are pagan prayers every bit as a worn
cross or scripture tattoo is a prayer to Christ.

While movies like “Harry Potter” or “The Craft”
or the show “Charmed” make witchcraft seem innoc-
uous and glamourous, Wicca is a real religious move-
ment, especially resurging among young women and
teenage girls. Pagans do not worship the God of the
Bible, but rather rely on a pantheon of gods and god-
desses. They see the divine living in everything in-
cluding people. So everything is a “god”. They don’t
believe in gods of judgment, but do call on gods to
punish their enemies. These gods are capricious, im-
personal and ahistorical. The sexuality and fertility of
the gods is emphasized, in particular the amorphic,
can-mean-what-you-want goddess. Pagans are clear:
their gods are not compatible with the LORD Al-
mighty.

Even though some have a fallacy of “Christian
Witches”, actual Wiccans would say you can’t be
Christian and wiccan. Note that “Christian”- being a
Christ follower —is modifying the noun to be a witch.
Whenever an adjective at odds with the Word of God
is used to modify the noun of being a Christian that
perspective is pagan.

We see many examples of Pagan Christianity
around us today. While some Christians rant about
alleged pagan influence from Halloween, Christmas,
to Easter, the influence of paganism is much more
invasive. An ELCA church in San Francisco even has
a resident witch on staff.' Paganism is all around us
and is the everyday air we breathe of our culture. We
are tempted to give ourselves over to the elemental
forces of mundane life (Gal 4:3, Gol 2:8).

When people dabble with these pagan gods or
goddesses, they are not just doing religion ala carte.
To be clear these pagan false gods are demonic.
When people mess around with the occult they are
opening the door to dark and demonic. These spiritual
forces are real and harmful.

The Bible speaks clearly against witchcraft, sor-
cery and the occult. “Let no one be found among you
who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who
practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, en-
gages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medi-
um or spiritist or who consults the dead.” (Deut 18:10
—11, cf. Jer 27:9, Isa 47:9-13, Mal 3:5) In the book of
Acts sorcerers recognized the futility of their occult
worship, burning their spell books and giving them-
selves to Christ. (Acts 8:9-24, Acts 13:7-12, Acts
19:19)

When Christians dabble with the gods of other
religions they are engaging in blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit. Jesus warned Christians against defying
the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:31). Requiring some other
deity to modify or contribute to Jesus Christ means
denying the full revelation of God in Christ that has
come to us through the Holy Spirit. Christ is the full-
ness of God (Eph 1:22-23, Col 1:1-20). He has done
everything for us in the cross and continues to bless
us. We do not have to burn sage or have crystals to
appease or bargain with Him, he has already paid the
price of appeasement through his blood.

We either are worshipping Christ alone or we are
blaspheming against the Holy Spirit worshipping oth-
er false gods. As Paul says, the sacrifices and worship
given to false gods is offered to demons, not to God.
“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and
the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both
the Lord’s table and the table of demons.” (1 Cor
10:21)

So we are encouraged to walk away from pagan-
ism and the occult. “Wash your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded / Come
near to God and he will come near to you.” (James
4:8) When we repent from the death-dealing worship
of the occult and turn towards God, he will come near
to us and empower us for daily life.

To you who are sanctified in Christ Jesus and
called to be his holy people, May the grace and peace
of God our Father and Christ our Lord be with you. (1
Co 1:2-3)

Your servant in the Gospel, Pastor Douglas

" https://www.christianpost.com/news/elca-herchurch-
promotes-goddess-worship-resident-witch.html, https://
sfstandard.com/2023/11/15/san-francisco-herchurch-purple-
twin-peaks-divine-feminine/
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Preview of the ELCA CWA ...

Continued from page 1

posed amendments to the ELCA constitutions — few-
er words than are used for the required opening land
acknowledgement. Only ten words — in spite of the
fact that the proposed amendments do many things
including increase the mandated or desired level of
participation of persons from “historically un-
derrepresented groups” and fast track the approval
process for amendments that come from the floor. 1
have identified and evaluated many of the proposed
constitutional changes in my April 2025 letter from
the director. A link to that letter can be found
HERE.

The second of these articles is entitled
“Revisiting ‘Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust’ and
can be found on pages 16-17. The article continues
what the ELCA has consistently been doing in down-
playing the significance of the changes in this first
phase of the reconsideration process. It calls them
“text updates without changing the meaning of the
social statement.” It quotes Ryan Cumming, ELCA
program director for theological ethics, education,
and community development, as saying, “The hope is
that folks can be clear these are edits and not substan-
tive changes right now and focus on the way in which
the wording brings the 2009 social statement up to
date.” Please see my article regarding the Human
Sexuality Reconsiderations Task Force in the January
2025 issue of our newsletter. A link to that article
can be found HERE. As I pointed out in my article,
I do not see how moving from merely approving pub-
licly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same sex
relationships (PALMS) to a full embrace of every
form of gender identity and sexual orientation can be
called mere edits and not substantive changes. The
article in “Living Lutheran” does have the honesty
and integrity to conclude with a warning of what is to
come. It discloses the fact that the next step is a pro-
cess that could lead to “substantive changes” in the
section of the social statement that “names the
ELCA’s recognition of four conviction sets that Lu-
therans can faithfully hold about same-gender rela-
tionships, typically referred to as ‘bound con-
science.”” That process is expected to begin this fall
and conclude with action taken by the 2028 Church-
wide Assembly.

The third of these articles is entitled “Called to
renew”” and is about the work of the Commission for
a Renewed Lutheran Church. It can be found on pag-
es 18-19. A link to my article in the May 2025 issue
of our newsletter on the Final Report of the Commis-
sion can be found HERE. The 2022 Churchwide
Assembly, which called for the formation of the
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Commission, had grand and glorious ideas regardng
the work of the Commission, even that it might lead
to a special, separate assembly that would reconsti-
tute the ELCA. But it seems that reality prevailed
(as it has a habit of doing). The Final Report of the
Commission calls for many amendments and chang-
es, but not for a totally new, reconstituted church
formed at a separate reconstituting convention. In
the article Carla Christopher Wilson, Commission co
-chair, is quoted as saying, “The only way to rewrite
and restructure the entire constitution in one go
would essentially be to dissolve the churchwide or-
ganization.” Therefore the Commission has pro-
posed a “phased approach, recommending amend-
ments rather than dissolution” and the Church Coun-
cil has responded by “forming tasks forces and com-
mittees to continue the work.” Personally I find the
language in the article toned down compared with
the language in Recommendation 1 in the Final Re-
port. In that Recommendation the Commission
shows that it is still thinking big time when it states
that if all the constitution and bylaw amendments
needed for the ELCA to become a “truly welcoming
church” that realizes “authentic diversity” are not
developed in time for consideration by the 2028
Churchwide Assembly, then the ELCA Church
Council needs to call for a special meeting of the
Churchwide Assembly to evaluate and enact the nec-
essary constitutional revisions.

The other part of this article that caught my atten-
tion is in the next paragraph, which tells how the
ELCA Church Council responded to the Commis-
sion’s recommendation which “urged immediate ac-
countability structures and compliance incentives to
center equity across the ELCA.” The Council re-
sponded by “strengthening the Strategy Toward Au-
thentic Diversity Advisory Team and mandating
DEIA standards development for congregations and
synods.” Whenever the ELCA uses any form of the
word “mandated,” all confessional Lutherans still in
the ELCA need to get really nervous. In this sen-
tence what is mandated? Is the development of
standards mandated or are the standards that will be
developed mandated? If it is the standards that will
be developed that will be mandated, what will hap-
pen to congregations that are not in full compliance?

I am glad that the ELCA at least communicated
something about the upcoming Churchwide Assem-
bly in the Summer 2025 issue of “Living Lutheran.”
But I wonder how many will take the time and put
forth the effort to read and understand it, and how
many will remain blissfully unaware.

I will be attending the Churchwide Assembly as a
Visitor and look forward to telling you about it in my
August letter from the director.
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Video Ministries: “A Christian Worldview Primer for Twenty-First

Century Americans”

by Pr. Dennis D. Nelson, Lutheran CORE Executive
Director

Many thanks to Stephen Heath for providing a
video summary of his new book, “A Christian
Worldview Primer for Twenty-first Century Amer-
icans." A link to Stephen’s video can be found
HERE. A link to our You Tube channel, which
contains fifty-nine video reviews of books and dis-
cussions of topics of interest and importance, can
be found HERE.

Stephen describes himself as “a Christian lay-
man who was raised in the faith and has strived to
convey to his children and grandchildren what has
been entrusted to him.” His professional life has
taken him through a career as an Air Force legal
officer specializing in Government contract law.
After serving in the military, he continued to use
his legal expertise in the private sector.

This primer begins by introducing the basic
concepts of worldview. It then outlines Christiani-
ty’s answers to the worldview questions of origins,
purpose, and destiny. Stephen writes —

“Christianity’s understanding of the universe
and life and law within it is unique, comprehen-
sive, and coherent. In every age, the Christian
worldview confronts a competing worldview
which wrests authority from God and claims auton-
omy for humanity itself. At this time and place,
the world on its own opposes the Christian
worldview in many ways. These ways include mat-
ters of authority, truth, ‘rights,” sex, ‘social justice,’
the relationship between religion and politics, and
society’s dependence on three basic independent
institutions: the family, a religious institution, and
a civic one. This primer seeks to make the believer

aware of these relationships and the differences be-
tween Christianity’s understandings of them and
those of ‘the world.” It ends on a note of hope, re-
membering the words of our Lord, ‘Be of good
cheer, for I have overcome the world.””

Aim at the QR code on
the right with your
smart phone’s camera to
bring up Lutheran
CORE’s website address.

Coming Events

e BYLD: Building Youth As Leaders Who Are Dis-
ciples of Christ—Geneva College, Beaver, PA. July
7-12, 2025. Click here.

e 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly—Phoenix, AZ.
July 28 - Aug 2, 2025. Click here.

e NALC Lutheran Week 2025—Pittsburgh, PA.
August 3-8, 2025. Click here.

e Cross Country Mission III—September 15-20,
2025—Return to Burnsville, NC (the area damaged
by Hurricane Helene). Click here.

¢ Global Confessional and Missional Lutheran Fo-
rum —September 23-25, 2025, in Nairobi, Kenya

e LCMC 25th Annual Gathering & Convention —
Lakeville, MN. October 5-8, 2025. Click here.

e Nicaea Pro Ecclesia: The Status and Potential of
Our Nicene Heritage in Christian Catechesis and
Ecumenical Dialogue—Beeson Divinity School,
Samford University, Birmingham, AL. January 12-
14, 2026. Click here.

More events: hitp://lutherancore.website/events/future/
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